
From the desk of the Grand Knight
Worthy Brother Knights:

The summer is almost over, and that beautiful Fall foliage will be here 
before we know it.  If we like warm weather, we have to take time to enjoy it
before it disappears.

I was leaving St. Joe’s one morning and saw a beautiful blonde taking 
pictures of the school.  I said, “Good morning” as I passed behind her.  She
introduced herself as Jen Balzano, the wife of our Deputy Grand Knight.  
She was taking pictures to post on Instagram.  She felt it was “important to 
let the community know all the good things that are going on at St. Joe’s 
School.”  What a great idea!  

This is just one example of a Knight and/or his family taking the initiative to 
do something good.  We have so many examples of that sort of thing.  
Arthur Tillberg, a Brother Knight, has donated another $100 “to be used in 
any way the Council needs it.”

Through the efforts of Butch Kealey and our Blood Drive crew, a total of 
564 pints of blood have been collected in our Council Hall so far this year.  
This includes our Blood Drives as well as those of the Police, Fire, AAA, 
etc.  Even though our crew was recently honored in a proclamation by 
Senator Chuck Morse, it hasn’t slowed them down.  They do better and 
better.

Our Bingo crews continue to excel, giving us our best year to date so far, 
despite illnesses that have caused them to run short handed on a number 
of occasions.  Mike Petrilli has collected $2,095 through the sale of raffle 
tickets so far this year.

When we read the paper or watch the news, it’s easy to get the depressing 
idea that nothing good ever happens.  Although our efforts, and those of 
many others may never get published or reported, they’re no less real and 
all good.  

In fact, our upcoming Knight of The Year Banquet on October 2nd will 
honor and celebrate the accomplishments of two very special Knights.  I 
hope you can make it.

Thank you for all you do for our Council and the people and organizations 
we serve!

Vivat Jesus,
Ron
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Council Meeting
Notes – Sep 8
UNOFFICIAL 

(Taken from notes of Dan
Zavisza and Mike Banks’s
ZOOM recording of the
meeting…  The Editor was
A.W.O.L.)

Opening prayer led by GK
Ron.  Officers not attending 
were Dan Norris, Fr. Marc,
and Paul St.Amand, all
excused.  Minutes of August
meeting were read by Worthy Recorder Dan Zavisza and accepted.  There 
were 38 people attending, with 30 in the hall and 8 on ZOOM.  The start time 
was 7:30 PM.

Chaplain’s Remarks

Fr. Marc was in Connecticut and running a retreat for 
priests from Springfield, MA.

GK Opening Remarks:
• The COVID infection rate stays high.  If you’d like to keep track of it, 

the State Dashboard provides a lot of useful information and can be 
found here: Welcome | NH COVID-19 Response

• Safe Environment Training is needed for one more council officer.  
There are still issues with Supreme login.

• New Communications Director(s) needed to replace Paul St.Amand. 
• Send your Activity Reports to activityreport@KofC4442.org  Ed Herger

has taken over from Mike Banks; send your email reports as usual, 
and Ed will fight with getting the uploads to state.

“Thank You” letters, cards, and notes received:
 NH Catholic Charities for our $5,000 gift to their New Generation effort.
 Cole Williams, Jared Burns, Kaylyn Norris, Sean Norris, Anna Ray-

mond, Emma Raymond, and Elaina Bougoin for their scholarship 
checks.

 Also, we got a thank you from Serena Mary Uliano, who returned the 
check because her plans have changed.  (Thank you, Serena!)

Tip of the hat to:
 George Masciarelli and Ed Lynch for getting prices for the Rosary Rally

snacks (which we didn’t end up needing.)
 To Mike Petrilli and his son for painting the lines in the parking lot, 

which saved us a lot of money.
 Mike Banks, for bringing in all the equipment for ZOOM tonight.

Quickie CALENDAR

September ZOOM / Live Council
Meeting

Set up for KOY banquet
Saturday, 9:00AM, Oct 2

meeting hall
(Charlie Walsh)

Knight of the Year Banquet
Saturday, 6:00PM, Oct 2

meeting hall
(Charlie Walsh, PKOY#1
Joe Stafford, PKOY #2)

YES, We Have Pizza again!

Come Early to the Meeting!
Enjoy fellowship and a pizza

Wednesday, 7PM-ish
(Your Council 4442)
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Cecil B. deBanks at the camera

https://www.covid19.nh.gov/
mailto:activityreport@KofC4442.org


Treasurer's and Financial Secretary's Reports:  Bob Fournier and Al Cormier
Bob presented the monthly treasurer’s report, and the council is in good shape financially.  Ron also gave
Bob a check for $100, donated by Arthur Tillberg, a member of our council, with the message, “Gentlemen,
use this money as you see fit.”  Thank you, Arthur!

Al Cormier gave his report. We wrote out 10 checks and the council membership stands at 246, same as
last month.  

Both reports were accepted as given.

Committee Reports – DGK Joe Balzano conducting

Membership/Admissions –   Norm Comeau  
Norm presented degree certificates to Chanel Vachon and
David Demers, Joe Balzano, and Rich Harvey.

Culture of Life –   Pete Klecan and Dennis Groulx  

 40 Days for Life – Sep 22 to Oct 31.  This is a time of prayer, both organized and in private.  While you may not be
comfortable praying in front of Planned Parenthood, you can always pray in your home or car.  For details, see the
web page at this web site.

 NH Right to Life annual Banquet is Thursday, October 21st, reception starts at 5:30 at The Executive Court Ban-
quet Facility in Manchester.  Click here for LINK with details, speaker info, tickets, etc.

 Pregnancy Care Center Annual Fundraising Dinner is also October 21st.  It will be hybrid.
 You may have heard of the recent Texas state law that decrees that a baby in the womb with a beating heart has 

a right to life.  We don’t know how this will turn out, as this law makes it way probably to the US Supreme Court.

Knight of The Year Banquet  -  Charlie Walsh

Charlie reported that about 40 tickets have been sold already.  Tickets are $35/pp;  the banquet is on Saturday night, start-
ing at 6:00PM on October 2.  Call Charlie at 603=548=2527 for tickets.  Make checks out to “KofC Council 4442.”

Charlie also requests physical help on the morning of the banquet, Oct 2, at 9:00AM, to set up the tables and chairs for 
the banquet that night.
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David Demers gets certificates. Chanel Vachon gets his degree.

https://nhrtl.org/banquet2021/
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/manchester


Web Site / Newsletter / Communications – Paul St.Amand     (not attending tonight from the Rhine River)  
The fuse is burning…  There are now nine months remaining before I retire as newsletter editor, web
moderator, and email sender for the council.  After 10 years, it’s time for new blood and a change!  So
far, no nibbles on one or more volunteers.  Back in the late 1950’s, Council 4442 was successful and
growing.  It didn’t have a web site or email or regular newsletter.  So maybe it won’t be so bad if no one
steps up??  What do you think?

Coats for Kids -  Paul St. Amand    (still not attending from   the Rhine  .)  
Phone calls have been made.  I will be sending the request to Al Cormier for our order of coats for 2021.

Tootsie Roll Drive – Pete Klecan
Pete updated the Tootsie Roll campaign for the drive of September 17, 18, and 19.  See
the “Action Report” below for all the details.  (It was a great success, given all the
roadblocks that we faced this year.  (Kudos to Pete for his leadership! -ed)

Bingo – Ron Bourque:  
Ron reported that as of this month, we are ahead of the previous largest net profit year to date.  We can do
a lot of good with the money we receive.  A problem we see is that there is a country-wide shortage of 
bingo “tickets.”  Ticket sales have skyrocketed all over, for various reasons, and the ticket printers cannot 
keep up with the demand.  So we may be rationed with our ticket requests.  But, we shall see.

Thanks to Paul, Lou, and Almighty God.

Check out the Bingo Face Book page at: Bingo at the Veterans Hall.

Texas Hold-Em – Larry Belair
Next seven dates will come around Thanksgiving.  Got some good news in that we no longer have
to sign in each of the ten days.  All we do now is pick up our check at the end of each series of
days.  Of course, we still have to file our paperwork for the coming year but skipping the daily trips
makes this really "easy money" for our charities.  Still waiting to see how the State will be handling
the Historic Horse Racing option and whether it will affect us.

Blood Drive –     Butch Kealey  

Butch reported we are at 564 pints collected this year, combining the efforts of our 
council, Salem Fire and Police, AAA, plus others.  With our future blood drives plus 
those of the other groups, we may get to 700 pints of blood from our hall.

  (See the council calendar for all dates. - ed)

Altar Server Certificates – Dave Thompson
We have 10 servers to be recognized.  Dave has the certificates printed up and is ready to distribute at any time.  He 
seeks Knights who attend various masses to hand out the certificates at the masses when those servers will be attending.

St. Joseph Regional School – Gene Bryant
There will be a capital campaign to upgrade the fire suppression system in the school per the town codes.  The plans 
have been prepared and submitted to the Diocese for review and first approvals by DD George Fredette’s SFC 
Engineering Partnership, Inc. fire protection and civil engineering company.
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June, 2022

http://www.kofc4442.org/eventcalendar.html
https://www.facebook.com/KofCBingoHudsonNH/?ref=aymt_homepage


Wheelchair Ramp – Gene Bryant
Gene reported the progress on the transfer of our ramp program to Easter Seals, under the supervision of their Veteran’s 
Services staff, and funded directly from their sources, with a promise from our Council to assist with funds from our budget
going forward.  We are rapidly closing in on the final agreements and legal papers, to be approved by our council.  This 
will be geared to serve Veterans and KofC members.

There will be notice of motion soon to transfer our inventory of ramps to Easter Seals for use under their supervision.

State Charity Raffle Tickets – Mike Petrilli

Mike reported that we have reached our goal and have received $2,095 for the 2021 raffle.  The NH 
State KofC charity ball takes place on October 2, when the winners will be drawn.  Please return 
your ticket stubs to Mike so that your tickets will be included.  And he thanks all the Knights and the 
“Gorgol Girls” Pauline and Pamela who really do well with getting the tickets distributed.

Corporation News – Mike Petrilli
Recommends that we add one more handicap spot markings in the parking lot.  While we are within the laws of 
percentages of regular to handicap designations with our current one spot, knowing our membership, a second spot is 
sometimes needed.

Council-to-Council Committee -  Larry Belair
This new committee is working on the means for our council to “share the wealth” with other councils in NH.  The 
committee has been preparing several documents needed to implement the grant program and will be seeking Council 
approval to move forward with the idea.  The documents will be emailed prior to the October meeting in hopes that 
members will review them and bring any questions that might have to the meeting.  The Committee is recommending that 
we allocate the money set aside in the Major Donations account (approximately $25,000) to fund the initial requests for 
assistance from other councils that must meet our very specific criteria.

Old Business:  
None.

New Business:
Notice of Motion for $2,500 for Isaiah 58.  Made by Tom Campbell, Trustee.  This organization was founded to provide 
housing for the homeless.  We supported them for several years ($5,000 annually) but stopped doing so for a number of 
reasons.  It may be time to reconsider, and they have requested this amount.  Motion tabled to October meeting.

Notice of Motion for $1,000, for the mother of the Lawrence, MA, USMC service member who was killed in the explosion 
in Kabul, Afghanistan.  The motion would be to help the mother with the loss of income her daughter was providing.  
Motion tabled to October meeting.

Notice of Motion for up to $10,000 by Bob Fournier.  On August 14 Haiti, the poorest country in the western hemisphere, 
was hit with a 7.2 magnitude earthquake.  It was the third earthquake there in the last 10 years.  More than 2200 people 
were killed, 12,200 injured, and 50,000 homes lost.  Thousands are without food, water and shelter.  Normally I favor 
giving to local causes, but when I see the devastation in Haiti and the lack of good government support, I think Christ 
would want our council to render some aid.  I am proposing that we donate up to $10,000 to help Haitians recover form 
this disaster.  Motion tabled to October meeting.

Notice of Motion for up to $2,900 for the Merrimack Valley Pregnancy Care Center by Ron Bourque.
We passed a Notice of Motion for $10,000 for this cause two years ago, and it’s available for distribution.  We could be up
to $2,900 short and want to ensure the ultrasound, which saves lives, can be purchased as soon as possible.  MVPCC 
has expanded to three locations: Haverhill, Lawrence and Lowell and wants ultrasounds in all three.  The Haverhill KofC 
Council is funding the one in Haverhill.  We will fund the one in Lawrence.  Supreme will fund half of the cost.  MVPCC 
and Supreme are negotiating with the supplier for better pricing.  We are hoping the Methuen and Lawrence
Councils can provide a little funding, but that looks unlikely.  Motion tabled to October meeting. 5



A motion by Tom Campbell for $250 to help Quinn Foss with bills.  She is a paralyzed fire-fighter / EMT.  Hazeltine 
Construction of Hampstead paid for materials and labor and installed a wheelchair ramp for her.  However, she has many 
more bills coming up, such as getting a wheel chair van.  The motion would be to help defray cost.  - Approved.

A motion by Dave Thompson, for Nick Moran for $500 as a sponsorship for a race for Special Olympics - Approved.

A motion by Dave Thompson for an additional $35 for the added altar server award.  - Approved.

District Deputy Report – George Fredette
George emailed a report, since he could not attend in person.

October 17 Quarterly meeting in Belmont NH.  See the KofC State web page.

The installation of officers will be rescheduled.

And we should celebrate the Texas law protecting the right-to-life of babies.

Some Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access:

If you have a question and need to talk, but don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, Trustees, Hall Rental Manager, Corporation President, and more are on the web site.

Grand Knight Ron Bourque 603.898.1871 Deputy GK  Joe Balzano 603.458.5313
Chancellor Rick Veilleux 603.458.2727 Financial Sec. Al Cormier 603.893.4345
Admissions Norm Comeau 603-893-4791 Treasurer Bob Fournier 603.458.2829
Trustee (1 yr) Bruce Silver 203.887.8763 Insurance Steve White 603.894.4780
District Deputy George Fredette 603-801-1478 State Deputy Ray Lemay, Sr 603.674.0033
Corporation Mike Petrilli 603.893.4784 Hall Rental George Masciarelli  603.893.3035

Corporation Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035.  Or, go to the council web site and 
contact him through email.  George will match your needs with available dates and send 
you a rental agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 
4442 and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Corporation Hall, and, you must remain at the hall 
during the rental period.  Full details of fees and policies are available on the web site: 
Corporation   Hall Rental.    (Any charity wishing to use the hall must have a sponsoring 
Knight sign for it.)

George can also arrange for members to get a key to the hall.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Larry talked to the new members that we have a memorial walk and benches in the front lawn of the hall, with bricks that 
are engraved to remember past Knights of our council.  This is something that individuals may do on their own, (or 
probably you ask your heirs to do if for you, preferably before you are “indisposed.” -ed) and is not paid by the council.  All 
Knights of 4442 can have a stone placed.  There is a policy and information document on our council web site; see the 
Memorial Stones page.
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Lecturer of the Month (LOM) Reflection: David D. Demers
(Paul St. Amand was appointed by GK Ron to be the “lecturer” for the year… as far as
Supreme is concerned.  But we use this time to ask our newer members to give a short talk
of their choice.)

Dave owns an airport limousine service, and he talked about the patron saint of travel, St.
Christopher.  He gave details of the traditions and history of this saint.  The talk was well
received, and we learned more about the man behind the medals.  (And he kept it to five
minutes!  -ed)

The usual Monthly Reminders:

Knights Links – Happenings in our State and Supreme
Click here to access the State Council's Weekly News Brief

Click links for Supreme’s “Leave no Neighbor Behind”, “I  nto The Breach  ,” and “Everyday Heroes” videos.

Send all 4442 council activity reports to Ed Herger at "activityreport@kofc4442.org”  

September Knight of the Month:  Al Cormier
Al was cited for his excellent job at ramping up quickly to the task of 
Financial Secretary.  Ron was worried when Charlie Walsh announced his 
retirement, but Al’s performance has reduced Ron’s blood pressure.

Attendance Prize: 
The drawing was held, but the winner was 
not in attendance.  The drawing next month 
will be for $30.  (Sorry, I couldn’t make out 
the name of the person, but he is #102 on 
the roster. -ed)

Closing Prayer: led by GK Ron.

Prayer intentions for Vinnie Sarcione, Kay 
Barretto, Dennis Groulx, Dave Thompson, 
Alan Phair, Ken Akerley, Deacon Dave 
Costello, Pete Klecan, and Ed Lynch. 

That’s a wrap!
Meeting adjourned at 8:54PM. 
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Al Cormier – September KOM

Dave Demers

That doesn’t look like a 
Knight of the Month certificate...

mailto:activityreport@kofc4442.org
https://kofceverydayheroes.org/
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/campaigns/into-the-breach.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/leave-no-neighbor-behind/index.html
http://nhknight.org//documents/NHKofCMidWeekNewsbrief.pdf


In Past Months... in Future Months

Tootsie Roll Campaign – Pete Klecan
The drive was conducted this year on Wednesday, Sep 15, and the Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday (Sep 17-19.)   We were limited to collecting only at the 
transfer station, the three Market Baskets, and the Liquor Store.  Someone 
was sighted at the Wal-mart, but that is unofficial.  We had a good group of 
Knights as volunteers and we really had great support from members of 
groups that we support with this campaign.  Last year's organizations included
Salem Blue Devil Special Olympics; Dancing Among Stars - theater group; 
Bridging the Horizon; Kimi Nichols Center; Camp Fatima.  This year we will 
propose the same organizations be identified to receive funds.

This fund raiser helps each of the organizations to continue to operate
and carry on their programming to support people with intellectual
disabilities.

This event allows for knights and non-members to come together to:
1. Increase awareness of those in need in the community;
2. Support people with intellectual disabilities;
3. Interface with the community and educate citizens on how the
knights are actively involved with fund raising and supporting those in
need in our community;
4. Many non-members who volunteer display pride in being able to
support this drive, collect money for their organizations, talk and
engage with the public and offer a chance for people to ask questions about the organizations who benefit from the drive's
funds.

I want to thank our Knights who volunteered their time:  Gene Bryant, Mike Petrilli, Paul St Amand (who broke the coin 
counter), Ed Lynch, Larry Belair, Chris Alphen, Butch Kealey, Al Cormier, Paul Reitano, Bill Sylvestri, Mark Alfano, Bob 
Gatta, Wes Suszek, Bob Fornier, Joe Balzano, Dan Buck, Ed Herger, Ralph Miele, John Gagnon, Rick Veilleux, Julien 
Roy, Dr. Stan Gorgol, Paul Lavioe, Chris Conard, George Masciarelli, Chanel Simard, Pete Klecan, and Bruce Silver.  
(Don’t forget Pauline and Pam Gorgol and Kris Klecan!  -ed)  We had 28 Knights and 44 civilians volunteer a total of about
233 hours.

And the bottom line:  we raised $10,500 this year!  

8
Is Bill looking for a job?

“Five Guys”
(Pete, Wes, Ed, Ed, Larry)

Linda and Elizabeth

Ralph at “old” Market Basket

Supreme Knight with our volunteers

Mission Control



Deceased Members Mass and Memorial – Dick Collopy
On Sunday, Sep 19, at Mary, Queen of Peace Church, Knights and family
members gathered at the 11:00 AM mass to remember our beloved dead.  After
Mass, all went to the Pine Grove Cemetery at the Knights Memorial monument
to have the roll call.  Fr. Marc led us in prayer, and then names were read.  (If
you, dear reader, would like to see the names, they are listed at the council web
site.  Click on this link to access the page.  Also, the names are listed in an
Excel spreadsheet to download. -ed)

After the roll call, we gathered at the MQP hall for light refreshments and
fellowship.
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Thank you, Larry!

It was good to see Dennis.
(Thanks to Al Hamel who drove.)

Roll Call on the laptop

We made it! Our support staff!

Chow line
Fellowship

http://www.kofc4442.org/images/DECEASED_MEMBERS-11Jan2021.xls
http://www.kofc4442.org/images/DECEASED_MEMBERS-11Jan2021.xls
http://www.kofc4442.org/images/DECEASED_MEMBERS-11Jan2021.xls
http://www.kofc4442.org/aboutus/deceasedmembers.html


Community Boating Program – Mike Petrilli

Our council has supported the community boating program of Greater Lawrence over the past several years.  This 
program helps youths by teaching them skills and lessons for life.  Mike told of several success stories of kids from high 
risk environments who succeeded, thanks in part to the program.  Mike also proposes that we make sponsorship of 
several kids a line item in our yearly budget.

In August, Mike was joined by Dan Zavisza, George Masciarelli, and Bruce Silver for a river sail, as a thank you by the 
program for our help.

Founded in 1979 by a group of local businessmen led by Abe Bashara of Bishop's Restaurant, the Greater Lawrence 
Community Boating Program was created to provide boating education, recreation, and a positive summer experience for 
all youth and adults in the Merrimack Valley.  With just six boats, a tent, and a used dock, these businessmen set out to do
just that.

They are able to provide sailing lessons, kayaking, canoeing, paddle-boarding, crew team and rowing for all ages and 
abilities through our greatest asset, the Merrimack River.  Now with over 170 watercraft, a 10,000 square foot boathouse, 
and a docking system capable of holding over 125 boats, they can expand upon the founders' mission of providing a safe 
and positive environment for our members to take part in some of the best water activities in all of New England.

Birthday Wishes: this feature is no longer issued.  (No one requested me to keep
doing it... -ed)
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Capt Jack Sparrow and crew

Sail ho!

http://www.boatingprogram.com/
http://www.boatingprogram.com/


Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St. Amand, 603-489-5978; email to advertisements@kofc4442. 

DIFRUSCIA
LAW OFFICES

302 Broadway/Route 28
Methuen, Mass. 01844

MA  Tel: 978-687-1777
NH  Tel: 603-898-8198

www.difruscialaw.com

adifruscia@difruscialaw.com

34 North Broadway, Route 28,
SALEM, NH 03079

(603)893-9342

decoloreschristianbooks.com     

Bibles, Books, Gifts & Cards 

Stephen White
Field Agent
603.894.4780 
stephen.white@kofc.org
over 26 years of service

  

   Carrier Family Funeral Home
                 and Crematory

   38 Range Rd, Route 111, Windham, NH
                  603-898-9552
            Bob Carrier - Owner & Director

    Web: carrierfuneralhome.com
        
Serving Windham, Salem, Derry & So. NH 

JOE NASSAR
Certified Irrigation Contractor 

354 North Broadway,   Salem, NH 03079

www.nassarlandscaping.com
Office 603-893-5021   Cell 603-396-3333
Fax 603-894-9764    Web “Contact Us”

284 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079

978-683-9000
603-328-5192

dickstv@comcast.net
Rick Dubé  Owner

Douglas & Johnson
Funeral Home

Offering Cremation Services

214 Main St.    Salem NH 
603-898-8848

www.douglasandjohnson.com

Susan J. Hopkins J. Tyler Douglas
Mark A. Gosselin Paul D. Caillouette

Gene Bryant   
Independent Travel Agent   

gene@cruisetraveloutlet.com    

603-894-7245 x212
Cell: 603-475-9103

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com

Advertise Here!
One year, twelve issues.

Print and Electronic Editions.
Only $75.00 for both.

Email Advertisements@kofc4442.org     
or Call 603.489.5978
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Pete Klecan gives Tootsie Roll report
 at the Sept Meeting.

Tom Campbell gives Trustee report
at the Sept Meeting  >>>
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