
From the desk of the Grand Knight
Worthy Brother Knights:

Happy New Year!  May 2021 be good to each and every one of you.  We 
have a lot to celebrate.  

Although we mourn the tragic loss of two of our Knights, Bob Scharn and 
Ray Chmieleski, to COVID-19, we have some recoveries.  Peter Klecan 
and his exchange student have fully recovered from their bouts with 
COVID.  Lou Stella recovered, and his wife, Mary Ann, never got it.  Alan 
Phair is home from Mass General and his wife, Jan, is doing well.  Chris 
Phair, Jim Scharn, and Kelly Lavoie are recovering, and we ask Our Lord to
continue to heal them.

The tremendous efforts of our Blood Drive crews over the years have been 
formally recognized in a proclamation by Senator Chuck Morse, President 
of the NH Senate!  Gene Bryant asked me to give them a special certificate
or plaque, but we have so many of those.  I suggested he ask his friend, 
Senator Morse, to issue a Proclamation.  He did, and we showed a video of
Gene’s brother and Brother Knight Bob Bryant reading the proclamation at 
a Salem Selectmen’s Meeting during our Council Meeting last night.  We 
thank and congratulate Butch Kealey, Ken Akerley and all those who have 
worked on our Blood Drives for their efforts in this worthy cause.

January is Respect Life Month.  From the Friday Fax: “An abortion tsunami 
is about to hit the United States and the world courtesy of the soon-to-be 
inaugurated Biden administration. Biden and Harris are on record pledging 
to strike down pro-life laws and regulations.  This will likely result in a 
requirement to support abortion in foreign aid…”  It seems the unborn need
our help now more than ever.

As we begin this new year, we don’t know what it will bring, but we do know
the COVID infection rates are soaring.  Please, please be careful.  We 
don’t want to lose any more Knights or family members, nor do we want 
anyone else to become sick.

And thank you for all you do for our Council and the people and 
organizations we serve!
Vivat Jesus,
Ron

CORPORATION OFFICER ELECTION
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Contact Mike Petrilli for details; also see report on page 5.
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Council Meeting Notes – Jan 13
UNOFFICIAL 
(Taken from notes of ZOOM meeting host – Paul St.Amand)
Opening prayer led by GK Ron.  Officers not attending were
Dan Norris and Richard Botti, excused.  Minutes of December
meeting were read by Worthy Recorder Pete Klecan and
accepted.  There were 39 people attending this ZOOM
meeting.  The start time was 7:00PM; we finished at 8:48PM.

Chaplin Time:

Fr. Marc joined the meeting in progress, because of 
another commitment.  However, he gave a few remarks 
about his thankfulness to the Knights, not only for our 
monitory contributions, but also to those who support the 
parish with acts of unselfish service on committees and 
work projects.  Thanks you, and God Bless!

GK Opening Remarks: (and upcoming events)
 Ron welcomed four new members to the council who were attending 

the meeting.  (We got to chat with each other in the half-hour before 
the formal meeting start at 7:00PM. - ed)

 There are new guidelines from Supreme for council meetings that Ron 
will introduce as appropriate during 2021.  (At this meeting, we did not 
have a formal role call of officers; the ZOOM host took attendance.-ed)

 On the Covid front, we got good news that Alan Phair is back home 
and recovering, along with wife Jan.  Lou Stella, and Pete Klecan and 
family are all back on their feet.  (Interesting to note that Pete Klecan 
was still ordered to get a vaccine shot even after he recovered!) 

 Al Raymond and Kellie Lavoie who are also back home to continue re-
covery.  Let us keep all members and family in our prayers.

 Al Cormier has agreed to become our new Financial Secretary.  This is
good news, most specially to Charlie Walsh, who is completing his 8th 
year of a 3 year agreement.

 The Granite Award Banquet is at the Holiday Inn in Concord, 
NH March 6.

 The State convention will be held on April 30 thru May 2 at the Red 
Jacket Inn in Conway, NH.  More details later… and vaccine willing.

 Those participating in the state Rosary program for Fr. McGivney are 
asked to send a tally to Gene Bryant.

 Remember to send report to Mike Banks: “activityreport@kofc442.org.”

“Thank You” letters, cards, and notes received:
 Salem Family resources for our $2,500 gift
 Phong Quang Le – Seminarian – for our gift card
 St. Joe’s Regional School thanking us for our help 
 Beccah Fulla, Youth Minister, for our gift of chairs to the Youth Room
 Sisters of Mercy
 NH Catholic Charities
 Play Among The Stars Theatre Group
 Bridging The Horizons
 Worthy State Life Director Ron DiStasifor our $1,000 donation to 

Birthright

Quickie CALENDAR

January ZOOM Council Meeting
(Screen 2 of 2)

Parish Pro-Life Mass
January 24, 11:00AM

MQP Church
(Dennis Groulx)

Election of Corporation directors
January 28, 2021
ZOOM meeting

(Mike Petrlli)

We are on Pizza-hold for now…
But come to the ZOOM Meeting!

Enjoy fellowship before the meeting
2nd Wednesday, 6:30PM-ish

Place: your man cave…
NEW MEETING START TIME

7:00PM.
(Your Council 4442)

2

mailto:activityreport@kofc442.org?subject=Activity%20Report


Member Steve Kurek made a presentation from the Salem Boys and Girls Club to our council for our support of their gym 
floor / wrestling mat.

Tip of the hat to:
 Al Cormier, Bob Fournier, George Masciarelli, Don Simmons, Bruce Silver, and Julian Roy for setting up the chairs

in the auditorium for the Christmas Masses.
 Don Simmons, Mike Petrilli, Larry Belair, Norm Comeau, George Masciarelli, Peter Klecan, Al Cormier and Joe 

Balzano for their help in distributing the prayer cards on Holy Family Sunday
 Gene Bryant for arranging Blood Drive recognition  (see story below -ed)

Treasurer's and Financial Secretary's Reports:  Bob Fournier and Charlie Walsh

Bob presented the monthly financial report, and he then gave a year end report for 2020 of our income and
expenses.  He pointed out the many charities we supported.  He also explained how we took from our
reserves to make up the Covid related short-falls in our income so that the agencies that depend on us were
not abandoned.  It was a great presentation, especially of value to our newer members.  

Charlie reported on 13 checks written and that membership is 241 as of January 1.  (We mourn the loss of two brothers 
just recently passed away.  See page 9. -ed)

Committee Reports – DGK Rick Veilleux conducting

Membership/Admissions –   Norm Comeau  
Norm reports that we have several applications in the works.  He will schedule the candidate interviews shortly.
We welcome Chris Conard (transfer in) and new members Dan Zavisza, Ed Herger, Ken Tarara, James Harvey, and Dave
Demers.

(It is an unfortunate fact of Covid and ZOOM life that we
cannot award degrees in public meetings, and I don’t have
normal pictures of all these new members.  But, “Smile,
you’re on ZOOM candid camera.”  
                   <<< Chris Conard    and    Dan Zavisza >>>

ZOOM host forgot to take a picture of second screen that had other members… - ed)

Culture of Life - Ron Bourque and Dennis Groulx
• The NH annual “March for Life,” was held Saturday, January 9, 2021. Ron reported on lighter than usual atten-

dance because of Covid.  The national march will be at the end of January, Thursday, January 21, 2021.  
• The local Respect Life Mass is on Sunday, January 24th, at 11:00 AM at MQP.  Members of the 4th Degree are 

asked to attend in tux and sociable baldric.
• Father Marc has started a Respect Life Committee in the parish.  See parish web link.
• A Day of Fasting is scheduled for January 21-22, starting at 7:00PM.  This is held at St. Mark in Londonderry.
• A Novena “9 Days for Life” is set for January 21 – 29.  See 9daysforlife.com

Troop and Veterans Report -   Dennis Coleman / Dave Thompson
Things are quiet, as viewed from the outside for the veteran’s homes.  Lock down prohibitions on visitors are in effect.

Web Site / Newsletter / ZOOM Communications - Paul St.Amand
As Zoom host, I found it impossible to juggle the council meeting process, take notes, mute and unmute, admit people 
from the “waiting room” and at the same time try to guide people on my cell phone and email through the ZOOM log-in 
process for their first time.  PLEASE, for the next meeting, if you think you will have difficulty, call or email me DAYS 
ahead of time.  I will work with you on a personalized ZOOM training session.  You can also “click” on the email ZOOM in-
vite link any time before the meeting starts; that will let you test your system in advance.  In the future, I probably
won’t guide users or respond to requests for “Hey, I didn’t get the email link” after the gavel meeting start. 3
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Bingo – Ron Bourque:  
Ron gave a year end report on bingo.  We are down for the year, an expected result of the virus.  In 
addition to the early shut-down, we also lost three nights at year end, because of a Covid precaution and 
that Christmas and New Years fell on Friday, one of our two nights.  Our total income equaled that of 
several years ago and was short of the totals for the last two years.  

The bingo hall has been sold by Kiwanis, but the new owners are the Veterans group, who will continue to 
have bingo events.  The “Kiwanis Hall” is now “The Veterans Hall.”  Our two nights will continue.  Ron has signed the 
latest bingo agreement with the new owners.  

Check out the Bingo Face Book page at: Bingo at the Veterans Hall.

Texas Hold-Em – Larry Belair

Larry is filing the state paperwork for the coming 2021 year.  

We had the last five of our event nights on December 8 through 12, and we did quite well.
Because some charities were hit hard with shut-downs on their nights, there is agreement among the poker charity 
organizers and the charities that all should “share the wealth.”  See the notice of motion under new business.

Blood Drive – Butch Kealey –   (Ed Lynch / Gene Byant reporting)  

A proclamation was replayed for the members; this was the Salem Board of Selectmen 
meeting of January 11, at which Bob Bryant, fellow Knight and brother of Gene Bryant, 
read the NH Senate Proclamation from Chuck Morse.  Cited in the proclamation was the 
fact the Council blood drives have collected over 8,000 pints of blood over 27 years of 

service.  (See page 9 - ed)

Ron Bourque has sent along this info to the District Deputy.  Ron’s summary comments:  “In this year 2020 of COVID, 
using a bunch of old guys who shouldn’t be there technically, the KofC ran/supported ten Blood Drives at our Council 
Home -- six of our own and four others, (three for Salem Police/Fire and one for AAA (Auto Club)).
They collected 544 pints of blood through those drives this year.

NH Red Cross can also be contacted to receive glowing praise and gratitude for these efforts.”

The next blood drive is scheduled for January 21, 2021.  Members may call Butch (898.4976) to see if he has any unmet 
needs for staffing.

Major Manger Management
George Masciarelli reported on the storage of the manger.  This year, since the manger system is now on a wheeled 
platform, the storage operation was quickly done by four members, in under 15 minutes.  The hardest part this year was 
covering the manger with tarps.  Thanks go to George and also Dick Collopy, Norm Comeau, Ed Lynch, and Jim Frahm 
for both the set up and the take down. (Hey, Jim, when are you going to join the Knights??? -ed)

St. Joseph Regional Catholic School – Gene Bryant
The school is continuing to do well with their live classes.  The electric company has replaced for free,
all the “old” fluorescent lights with new LED, cost saving bulbs.  This was done at no cost to the school.

The next big project will be “fire towers” at both ends of the stairwells in the spring.  This involves
sprinklers and such.  (I don’t know the details – ed)  
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Corporation Report: - Mike Petrilli

There will be an election of the board of directors and the officers on Thursday, January 28, 2021, at 7:00PM.
Here is the cast of Brothers that have chosen to run for the Board of Directors, and those who have volunteered to also 
run as officers:

Michael W. Petrilli for President, Ed Lynch for Vice President, Richie Botti for Secretary, Rick Veilleux for Treasurer,

and Stillman Kealey, George Masciarelli, Jay Cappello. Julian Roy, Bruce Silver, Chanel Simard, David Thompson Jr., 
Don Simmons, and Ron Bourque (ex officio as current GK) as regular members of the Board.

This is 13 elected positions with one appointed (GK).  The Board should have 15 members to operate smoothly and effec-
tively; that being said, we are looking for two more Board members.  Maybe some new members would care to get in-
volved with a low-tension position but an important one.  It would allow a new member an easy way to make himself know
and get to know others in the council.  The commitment is one meeting a month, typically well under an hour long.

Nominations will be held open until Thursday, Jan. 28th, 2021 at which time at 7 pm via a ZOOM meeting, nominations 
will be closed, and the elections will commence for the Board of Directors and then for the Officers.  The ZOOM host will 
send out an email link to all members of the council; all are invited to attend the meeting and participate in the election.

I will be glad to answer any questions from prospective candidates and receive any and all nominations for the Board of 
Directors, who will then elect the 2021 officers for the corporation.  

Salem Christmas Fund – Rick Veilleux for Alan Phair
On December 12, in the morning at St. Julie hall and the school parking lot, volunteers passed out gift cards in the drive-
by caravan of vehicles for the Salem Christmas Fund distribution.  So, despite the Covid prevention of normal gift giving, 
we did help out many families this Christmas.

Scholarship Committee – Joe Stafford
Joe will call for a meeting of the scholarship committee at the end of March / early April
to prepare for this year’s application process.  The existing forms and bylaws for the
programs (College and Parochial Schools) are on the council web site.  CLICK HERE
and HERE to review.

Old Business:  
A notice of motion by Gene Bryant for $2,500 to Salem Family Resources, 24 School Street Salem NH.  SFR is a 
registered charity with Chaser’s Poker, (as is our council), and they recently lost five of their revenue nights.  Chaser’s had
to close for several days due to a possible COVID exposure, and many of the other charities are banding together to help 
make up this loss to SFR.  Motion approved unanimously.

New Business:
Trustee Tom Campbell presented a request from the
Laconia Knights Council #428, St. Andre Bessette, to
support their mission to the Sisters Ministres of
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, food kitchen in the
Andes of Peru.  CLICK HERE for a link.  

Motion approved for $150.

(Pictures from Council 428 Facebook page.)
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Insurance Report – Field Agent Stephen White

Steve reported on the strength of the Knights Insurance and Investment plans.  Despite the virus 
shutdowns and the impact on the insurance industry as a whole, the Knights program finished the 
2020 year with growth over 2019.  This marks 20 consecutive years of growth.

He encouraged all new members to contact him with any questions.  Take advantage of the 
opportunities you have as a member of the Knights.  (Contact information is on the first page of the 
newsletter.  This is not “annuities only.”  There are whole and term life policies, long term care and 
disability insurance, mutual funds, CDs… They got it all! -ed)

District Deputy Report – George Fredette
George brings “New Years’ Greetings” from State Deputy Joe Kowalik and gave us an update on 
happenings at the state level.  Check out the State web site for the calendar of events and 
descriptions.  (See links below and also the GK Opening Remarks, Page 2 -ed) 

Looking ahead, the “Traveling Icon” program will occur in June.

And congratulations to the council for achieving 48% of the new membership quota for this first half 
of the year.  With continued success, the council could be in line for “Star Council” award.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

The council was presented with a “home heating need” of a member, who is using electric space heaters to keep one 
room as living space.  He does not have the money to replace his boiler due to health issues and job cancellation.  We 
discussed how to proceed.  Many of the members present decided to send in individual donations to our Parish “Christian 
Service Fund” to help with heating needs.  More information on this later.

NEW COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING TIME!   
At the December meeting, we voted to begin the future ZOOM council meetings at 7:00PM, with chit-chat time starting 
about 6:30PM.  This earlier time is for the duration of ZOOM calls.  As noted in the “Communications” report by the ZOOM
host, there was some chaos this first time.  Several members forgot the early start time and joined the meeting in 
progress.  Others had computer issues that were hard to resolve in real time.  Please join us next month; log in EARLY.

February Meeting is Wednesday, Feb 10, 7:00 PM.

Lecturer Reflection – Ron Bourque

Ron presented a video of a woman having an ultrasound.
This video was produced by a pregnancy care center, the
Obria Medical Clinic in Long Beach, California.  This is the
clinic that our council helped provide for an ultrasound
machine; in fact, the video was taken on “our” ultra sound
machine.  Click here to view Naomi's Story (under 3
minutes.)
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January Knight of the Month: 

Julian Roy was recognized for his many volunteer hours doing carpentry and other 
skilled construction work for our parish.  He paints, he saws, he nails, whatever he 
can do, all in a quiet and humble manner.  Truly a Knight to be honored.

Attendance Drawing – 

The January drawing for two lift 
tickets, hotel reservations, meals, 
and first class international flight 
tickets for two weeks in the Swiss 
Alps was not won tonight. 

Closing Prayer: led by Fr. Marc.

Prayer intentions for Kay Barretto, 
Kathy Petrilli, Dave Thompson, 
Dennis Groulx, Al Raymond, Kellie 
Lavoie, Vinnie Sarcione, Alan and 
Janet Phair, and Pete Klecan and 
family. 

Meeting adjourned 8:48 PM.

Some Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access:
If you have a question and need to talk, but don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, Trustees, Hall Rental Manager, Corporation President, and more are on the web site.

Grand Knight Ron Bourque 603.898.1871 Deputy GK Rick Veilleux   603.458.2727
Chancellor Jay Cappello 603.560.3570 Financial Sec. Charlie Walsh   603.548.2527
Admissions Norm Comeau 603-893-4791 Treasurer Bob Fournier   603.458.2829
Trustee (1 yr) Bruce Silver 203.887.8763 Insurance Steve White   603.894.4780
District Deputy George Fredette 603-801-1478 State Deputy Joe Kowalik III   603.485.2082
Corporation Mike Petrilli 603.893.4784 Hall Rental George Masciarelli  603.893.3035

Knights Links - Happenings in our State and Supreme
Click here to access the State Council's News Brief

Click links for Supreme’s “Leave no Neighbor Behind”, “I  nto The Breach  ,” and “Everyday Heroes” videos.
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Birthday Wishes

Happy Birthday to our members getting another year older in the coming month: 
Note two Jesuit members of the council have / had birthdays this January.  Maybe an Ignatian thing?

01-04 Peter              Sullivan
01-05 Rev. Alfred J Hicks, S.J.
01-06 David J Bettencourt
01-07 Mark D Bunnell
01-07 Anthony  S Fabrizio
01-08 Kenneth  P Bryant
01-09 Kevin P Lapierre
01-11 Gary H Karibian
01-11 Julien S Roy
01-12 Robert S Carrier
01-13 Richard  A Poulin
01-15 James J Rand Jr
01-16 Ralph J Miele
01-17 James H Solloway
01-18 Rev. John  W Michalowski, SJ
01-23 Charles J Couture
01-24 James  F Cooper, Jr
01-25 Scott D Balukonis
01-25 James  H Harvey

01-27 Keith B Righini
01-28 Richard C Dubois
01-29 James R Quinn
01-31 Stephen  A Gorgol
02-03 Jose L Moreno
02-05 Stephen  M Persichetti
02-07 Brian A Grady
02-07 Christopher Messineo
02-11 John F Campo
02-12 Bertrand H Duvernay
02-13 Michael S Shiepe
02-14 David J Carney
02-15 Joseph F Bourque
02-15 David  C Thompson, Jr
02-16 Richard  J O Shaughnessy
02-17 Jean P Lavoie
02-18 Joseph P Balzano
02-18 Gregg F Buscanera

In Past Months... in Future Months
CHAIR-ity begins at home, or in the gym…

So just who sets up all the chairs and stage for
Christmas in the St. Joseph school gym?  

Thanks to the crew that set up on Dec 23 for
Christmas Masses, along with Paul and Kelly
Lavoie:  Al Cormier, Carl Anderson, Bob
Fournier, George Masciarelli, Don Simmons,
Bruce Silver, and Julien Roy.  

These Christmas elves took about an hour and
a half to complete the job.  Notice the socially
distant chairs, and our guys wearing face
masks for safety.  (They pulled down the masks
for the photo.

Good job guys, … see you in Easter!
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We remember...
In this past month, our Council has lost two Brother Knights.  Below are the links to each obituary.

Raymond J. "Ray" Chmieleski passed
away on December 19, 2020.  He was 83
and a lifetime resident of Salem.  Ray joined
the council in 2015, following in the Knight-
hood footsteps of his brother “Woody” and
his father “Tony.”

Ray was awarded the “Shining Armor” pin in
our council during his first year of member-
ship.

C  lick for Ray’s obituary.  

Victor L. Hatem passed away on
January 2, 2021.  He was 91
years old.  He was a member of
the Massachusetts and New
Hampshire Bar Associations and
was admitted to practice in the
federal courts in both states.  He
served on numerous boards and
non-profits including the Greater
Lawrence Chamber of Commerce
(where he met many of his Chan-
ticleer co-developers and neigh-
bors), the Salem (NH) Planning
Board, the Knights of Columbus,
and the Board of Trustees of the
Nevins Home for the Aged and In-
curable in Methuen.  He was a
member of the Knights for 58 years.

C  lick for Victor’s obituary.  
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Blood Drive Proclamation – January 11, 2021

A ZOOM capture of the Selectmen’s meeting.  Bob Bryant in on the lower right side of the screen.  Also, a photo of the 
proclamation itself, which will be placed into the council hall.
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Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St. Amand, 603-489-5978; email to advertisements@kofc4442. 

2004 – Victorian Park mini-Golf

DIFRUSCIA
LAW OFFICES

302 Broadway/Route 28
Methuen, Mass. 01844

MA  Tel: 978-687-1777
NH  Tel: 603-898-8198

www.difruscialaw.com

adifruscia@difruscialaw.com Christmas Party - 2003

MQP Picnic and Pig Roast - 2003

Stephen White
Field Agent
603.894.4780 
stephen.white@kofc.org
over 26 years of service

Family BBQ - 2003

   Carrier Family Funeral Home
                 and Crematory

   38 Range Rd, Route 111, Windham, NH
                  603-898-9552
            Bob Carrier - Owner & Director

    Web: carrierfuneralhome.com
        
Serving Windham, Salem, Derry & So. NH 

JOE NASSAR, CIC
President / CEO

Certified Irrigation Contractor 

354 North Broadway,   Salem, NH 03079

www.nassarlandscaping.com
Office 603-893-5021   Cell 603-396-3333
Fax 603-894-9764    Web “Contact Us”

284 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079

978-683-9000
603-328-5192

dickstv@comcast.net
Rick Dubé  Owner

Douglas & Johnson
Funeral Home

Offering Cremation Services

214 Main St.    Salem NH 
603-898-8848

www.douglasandjohnson.com

Susan J. Hopkins J. Tyler Douglas
Mark A. Gosselin Paul D. Caillouette

Gene Bryant   
Independent Travel Agent   

gene@cruisetraveloutlet.com    

603-894-7245 x212
Cell: 603-475-9103

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com
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