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Overview of the Lecturer’s Presentation at the July 8th Council Meeting 

After giving a presentation on my book, Disturbing Questions – Has God Stopped Blessing 
America?, I was asked to read Jonathan Cahn’s The Harbinger.  My unread pile was already 
pretty substantial, but I agreed to read it as the requestor said it confirmed much of what I had 
said in my book.  Shortly after, he gave me the sequel, The Mystery of The Shemitah.  The books 
are quite fascinating and explain a lot of things I wasn’t looking to know, but now that I know 
them, I’d feel guilty not sharing. 

Rabbi Cahn is a Messianic Jew, which means he’s also a Christian.  He bases his theory on 
extensive study of the Old Testament.  When the kingdom of Israel broke away from the Judah, 
one of the issues was that they no longer wanted to worship at the Temple in Jerusalem.  They 
built their own temple and worshiped false gods. 

God was not happy and sent them a series of warnings to get them to repent and come back to 
Him.  The warnings in the form of foreign attacks, pestilence and other maladies got progressively 
worse.  Instead of repenting they were defiant.  God finally lost patience and allowed the country 
to be conquered.  The people were exiled to Nineveh. 

Some years later the kingdom of Judah fell away and after a series of similar, progressively 
worse warnings, Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed and the people were exiled to 
Babylon. 

Cahn proposes that the same thing is happening to us.  Our Lord is sending us a series of 
warnings Cahn calls harbingers to bring our once Christian nation back to him.  According to 
Cahn:  

Harbinger #1 – 9/11/2001 – When our World Trade Center was destroyed and the Pentagon was 
attacked, our hedge of protection was breached.  If you recall, churches were full the following 
weekend, but it didn’t last very long. 

 

 

The World Trade Center towers were 
destroyed and the Pentagon was 
attacked on 9/11/2001. 

 

Harbinger #2 – The Terrorist – The ancient Assyrians invented terror and are the undisputed 
champions of it.  Interestingly our assailants are their descendants. 

Harbinger #9 – The Prophecy – When Tom Daschle as Speaker gave the official U.S. response 
the day after 9/11, he quoted from Isaiah 9:11: 

“The bricks have fallen down, but we will rebuild with hewn stone; the sycamores have 
been cut down, but we will plant cedars in their place.” 
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What’s particularly distressing is this was the defiant response of the ancient kings, not defiance 
to their enemies, but defiance to Almighty God!  Of the thousands of verses in the Bible, why 
would they have picked this particular one?  John Kerry and Obama have also used that quote… 

Harbinger #3 – The Fallen Bricks – The debris from the World Trade Centers and the Pentagon 
are like the bricks that have fallen. 

Harbinger #4 – Like the ancient Israelites, 
instead of repenting, we are rebuilding the 
World Trade Center to be bigger and better. 

The rubble is gone and the new World 
Trade Center is under construction.  The 
first tower is nearly complete and partially 
occupied.  The other towers are in various 
stages of development. 

Harbinger #5 – The Gazit Stone – The cornerstone of the new World Trade Center was 
dedicated on July 4, 2004.  Instead of clay bricks, “hewn stone…” 

Harbinger #6 – The Sycamore – When the twin towers fell, everything in the vicinity was 
destroyed except St. Paul’s Church, which survived unscathed.  It didn’t even have a broken 
window.  There was a sycamore in the church yard which took the brunt of the falling debris 
protecting the church.  The tree was destroyed like the ancient sycamores. 

Everything in the neighborhood was destroyed except this church.  Could this be Our Lord 
showing us the power of His Church is mightier than world trade?  When George Washington 
was inaugurated at Federal Hall up the street, he, his entire cabinet and the congress came to 
this church to pray and ask God’s blessings on our new country. 

Harbinger #7 – The Erez Tree – We replaced the sycamore with a cedar and called it the Tree of 
Hope.  Interestingly, this tree has died… 

Harbinger #8 – The Utterance – If we look up the entire passage from Isaiah, we read: 

The Lord sent a word against Jacob, and it has fallen on Israel.  All the people will 
know—Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria—who say in pride and arrogance of 
heart: “The bricks have fallen down, but we will rebuild with hewn stone; the sycamores 
have been cut down, but we will plant cedars in their place.”  But The Lord raises up their 
foes against them and stirs up their enemies to action. 

Isn’t that what has happened to us since 9/11?  Now, everyone is against us, the Chinese, the 
Russians, everyone in the Mideast.  Many of our former allies are doubtful. 

The Shemitah – In ancient Israel, every seventh year was a sabbatical year just like every 
seventh day was the Sabbath.  During the Shemitah year, farmers were not to plant their fields.  
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They were to give the land a rest.  It was like a vacation year for everyone, and all debts, public 
and private, had to be forgiven on Elul 29, the last day of the Jewish year.  Additionally, every 
tenth Shemitah, every seventy years, was very special; it was called a jubilee year. 

If we review our major stock market crashes since 1900, they occurred in these years: 

• 1901—1903 

• 1916—1917 & WWI 

• 1929 

• 1937—1938   Start of WWII 

• 1973 

• 1980—1981 

• 1987 – Black Monday 

• 2000—2001 – Dot Com Crash & 9/11 

• 2008 

Admittedly, we got a number of breaks, but there are an awful lot of seven-year cycles in that list, 
and these occurred during or very close to Shemitah years. 

           2001           2008 
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Elul 29 – The Day of Remission – On this day, the last day of the Shemitah year, all debts 
public and private had to be forgiven. 

• 9/17/2001 – When we reopened the stock market one week after 9/11, it was the single 
biggest drop in stock values in U.S. history (See the first giant dip in the chart above.).  It 
was on Elul 29. 

• 9/29/2008 – The House rejected $700 billion bailout plan triggering the collapse of 
Lehman Brothers and ushering in another “great recession” (See the second, even bigger 
giant dip in the chart above.).  It was on Elul 29. 

• 9/13/2015 is the next Elul 29.  2015 is a Shemitah year.  Even more, it is also a “jubilee 
year”. 

Jonathan Cahn readily admits that our country is not bound by ancient Jewish law, but isn’t it 
interesting that trillions of dollars in debt were essentially wiped out on or around two successive 
Elul 29s in the past two Shemitahs? 

None of us knows the mind of God, and Cahn readily admits we don’t know what, if anything, He 
will do this time around (or should I say allow to happen, as we do these things to ourselves?). 

• He may give us a break and do nothing at all.  However, the recent illegal and immoral 
Supreme Court ruling on marriage brings us, as a country, even further away from God’s 
way… 

• A friend, who manages a very large fund for a well-known investment house, says the 
market is very overpriced.  We are way over do for a major correction. 

• The warning or harbinger, should He choose to send it or allow it, may not be financial, 
although it would certainly have financial repercussions. 

o With all the success hackers are having breaking into government and business 
systems, someone could do something that would be truly devastating. 

o Our power grid is considered highly vulnerable.  Can you imagine how things 
would change if we had to go a few months or more without power? 

o ISIS, Al-Qaeda, Hamas, Iran, North Korea and others would love to have an 
opportunity to damage us severely.  Maybe they’ll find a way. 

o The dollar has been crumbling for a long time.  Our balance of trade and our 
national debt are bleeding us dry.  Hyper-inflation would be devastating. 

• If Almighty God is losing patience with us, could this be more than just another warning? 

What should we do?  How can we prepare?  Cahn says to make sure that “we are right with 
God.” 

Some people are buying gold, gold and silver coins, etc.  Since we don’t know what if anything 
will happen, there is no foolproof way to protect against whatever that may be.  Even so, it does 
make sense to examine our assets and investments to see what we can do to minimize our 
exposure, but again it’s no guaranty. 

And perhaps most importantly, pray.  Pray for yourself, your family, your community and our 
country.  Pray that God gives us the wisdom and the grace to come back to Him.  Ask Him to 
spare us, or at least those of us who are trying to follow Him. 

Vivat Jesus! 
Ron Bourque 


