
From the desk of the Grand Knight
Worthy Brother Knights:

Well, here we are in the middle of February, and it’s been cold.  We’ve 
had a Northeaster blizzard, two ice storms and assorted storms.  Just think,
in a few short months, people will be complaining that it’s just too hot.

That’s the way we human beings are!  Regardless of the conditions, 
we’re never satisfied, nor will we be until we get to Heaven.  In the glorious 
presence of Almighty God, we will have the perfect existence, no 
frustrations, no annoying people (we must lose our abilities to annoy to get 
through the pearly gates.), and always perfect weather.

Sounds great, doesn’t it?  We all want to go to Heaven, but not just 
yet.  George Burns used to say, “Nobody wants to live to be a hundred until
they get to be 99.”  We’re afraid of the unknown. 

We try to be good, but are we good enough?  Will we have to spend a 
lot of time in Purgatory?  If we do, it’s still cause for celebration despite the 
misery.  It means we made it; we’ll eventually get to Heaven!  Thank God; 
we’ve escaped the jaws of Hell.

Although it’s no guarantee, the work we do as the Knights of 
Columbus helps us gain extra points we may need at the Final Judgement. 
In the words of Our Lord, “When I was hungry, you gave me to eat.  When I
was thirsty, you gave me to drink… Whatsoever you did for one of these, 
the least of my brethren, you did for me!”

We can’t get to Heaven without helping people, and that’s what we 
Knights do.  Last night, we welcomed five new members to our order as 
they attended their first Council Meetings.  Hopefully, they’ll dig in and join 
us in our efforts.  The salaries are non-existent, but the heavenly benefits 
are beyond our abilities to even imagine.

Thank you for all you do for our Council and the people and 
organizations we serve!

Vivat Jesus,
Ron
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Council Meeting Notes – Feb 09
UNOFFICIAL 
Opening prayer led by GK Ron.  Officers not attending were
Dan Norris, Fr. Marc, Bob Fournier, and Dan Buck, all
excused.  Minutes of January meeting were not available; we
voted to suspend the minutes till later.  There were 42 people
attending, with 34 in the chamber and 8 on ZOOM.  The start
time was 7:00 PM.

Fr. Marc was on vacation
Fr. Marc was competing in the Olympics in the
giant slalom event (or maybe it was the giant
Shalom event?)

GK Opening Remarks:
• KofC Supreme 2021 Report on world-wide activities:

◦ Church Support $16.9 million
◦ RSVP / Catholic Schools / Religious Education $17.8 million
◦ Charitable Giving $150 million
◦ 47.3 Million Volunteer Hours worth ($27.48/hr.) $1.3 Billion

• NH Catholic Charities Mardi-Gras is virtual again this year – March 1st 
• Annual John P. Ganley Luncheon is March 17th at 12:00 PM @ Salem 

Boys & Girls Club -- $50 
• St. Joseph’s School Kentucky Derby Ball – Saturday, March 19th, 2022

@ 5:30 PM @ Castleton -- $65 before 3/1, $75 after
• Brother Knight Frank Lyons passed away November 24th, 2021
• New Communications Director(s) needed by July 1.  See Paul St.A.

“Thank You” letters, cards, and notes received:
 KofC Charities for our donation of $2,600 to the Warriors to Lourdes 

Pilgrimage Fund
 KofC Charities of Kentucky for George Camire’s $100 donation
 NH Veterans’ Home for our $300 donation to sponsor a pizza party
 NH Veterans’ Home for our $500 donation to their Christmas Fund
 Seminarian Christian Collopy for our $500 gift (He is the grandson of 

brother Knight Dick and Jeanne Collopy.)
 Sister Mary Grace Muse for our $500 gift
 Seminarian Phong Quang Le for our $500 gift
 NH Right to Life for our $5,000 donation
 NH Catholic Charities for our $5,000 sponsorship of their Mardi-Gras 

Gala
 Lazarus House for our $250 donation
 Pennacook Pregnancy Care Center for the $5,000 we gave them dur-

ing 2021

Gifts to Us
• $35 from Allison Soucy in memory of Bert Duvernay
• $50 from Carmine Loconte in memory of Bert Duvernay
• $25 from Norm & Pat Comeau in memory of Bert Duvernay

“Tip of the Hat”
• Chanel Simard, Bob Fournier, Paul St. Amand, Al Cormier, Tom Camp-

bell, Ed Herger… Memorial Service at Bert Duvernay’s Wake
• Chris Conard, Peter and Kristin Klecan, Doris Alfano for partici-

pating in the NH March for Life this January.

Quickie CALENDAR
Live and ZOOM February meeting

NH Catholic Charities Mardi-Gras 
virtual again this year – March 1st

John P. Ganley Luncheon
March 17th at 12:00 PM

Salem Boys & Girls Club  

Blood Drive
hall

Thursday, March 17
(Butch Kealey)

Kentucky Derby Ball
St. Joseph Regional Catholic School

 Saturday, March 19th, 2022 @ 5:30 PM
Castleton, Windham

YES, We Have Pizza again!

Come Early to the Meeting!
Enjoy fellowship and a pizza

Wednesday, 6:30PM-ish

Meeting Start Time

2nd Wednesday of month, 7:00 PM
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• Peter Klecan, Al Cormier, Deacon Dave, Fr. Marc, Chanel Simard, DD George & Kathi Fredette for their help in 
screening the movie, “Unplanned” in January.

• Mike Petrilli, Butch Kealey, Ed Herger, Norm Comeau, Lorraine Thompson and all who helped distribute prayer 
cards at the Respect Life Masses

• Julian Roy and Paul Lavoie for renovating the Sacristy at St. Joe’s
• Al Cormier and Bob Fournier for visiting Ken Akerley in the Ward Home.

Treasurer's and Financial Secretary's Reports:  Al Cormier
Bob was in the hospital with scheduled surgery, so Al presented both reports.  Our numbers still look good.
There were 26 checks last month. Our membership was down two at the end of January, with the passing of
Frank Lyons and Bert Duverney.  The membership is 246.  The reports were both accepted.

Committee Reports – DGK Joe Balzano conducting
Membership/Admissions – Norm Comeau
Norm had a membership “blitz” handing out the degree certificates to many of our new members who attended in person 
tonight.  (As to the photos, if you’ve seen one Norm, you’ve seem him all. - ed)
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Culture of Life –   Pete Klecan  :  

 See the GK’s opening remarks and “Tip of the Hat” that covered the March for Life, Unplanned showing, and Re-
spect Life Mass.

 Peter said that the area “Respect Life” council chairmen are meeting monthly to coordinate events and share 
ideas.

 There will be a prayer service starting in Lent.

Bingo – Ron Bourque:  
Ron reported that January is off to a slow start, because of some cancellations due to snow or cold and 
resulting lower attendance.  We are “down” in profit for this first month, compared to the record setting 
January of 2021.  Ticket supplies have been raised by the supplier, but we are not passing along the 
increase to the players but are absorbing the cost for now.

Thanks to Paul, Lou, the bingo team and Almighty God.
Check out the Bingo Face Book page at: Bingo at the Veterans Hall.

Texas Hold-Em – Larry Belair  
Our first events at the Chaser’s Poker Room are this coming February 17-19.  Our other nights will
be late in the year.

Blood Drive –     Butch Kealey   
l

The blood drive of January 20 netted 54 pints.  The next drive
is March 17.
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The hall on January 20

Blood donor Rachelle, with Al Cormier and Ed Lynch

https://www.facebook.com/KofCBingoHudsonNH/?ref=aymt_homepage


St. Joseph Regional Catholic School – Gene Bryant
The school charity auction, “Kentucky Derby Ball” is March 19 (the Feast of St. Joseph -ed).  The school is looking for one
or two more teachers to allow more students to attend (For next school year, I would assume.  ed)

Ramp Program – Gene Bryant
Easter Seals has taken over the ramp program for veterans (and Knights) in need.  They have already placed three of 
“our” ramps into service.  We will continue monitoring the program for a few more months and then cease reporting, as 
Easter Seals will be fully in charge.

Corporation News – Ed Lynch
The yearly election of members for the Board of Directors took place on Tuesday, Jan 25, at 7:00 PM.  The elected 
officers from the elected Board of Directors for the 2022 year are:

Ed Lynch as President, Jay Cappello as Vice President, Richard Botti as Secretary, and Rick Veilleux/ Ken Tarara as dual 
Treasurer(s). 

All are reminded to turn off the lights when leaving the hall.  “Timer” lights are now installed in the rest rooms.  Also, most 
important, set the temperature to 55 when leaving.  Our heating bills are expensive.

Council to Council Grant Program – Larry Belair
Gene Bryant and Al Cormier described the request for $500 by the Londonderry council’s youth
“teen camp” program that has kids working locally to help neighbors in need of yard work, paint
jobs, etc.  They give back to their community.

Old Business:

The Notice of Motion for $20,000 for Kentucky tornado relief was removed from the table for action.  It is noted that this 
money will be sent directly to the Kentucky State KofC, where 100% of the money will be given out as aid.  Not one cent 
will be paid for administration or salaries.  Motion approved unanimously.  

New Business:

 A request of $500 now and a Notice of Motion for $1,500 for the next meeting was made by Dick Collopy.  The 
NOM description is as follows: Notice of motion for $1,500 to Christian Service Fund of Saints Mary and 
Joseph Parish to assist with a personal matter that was brought to the attention of the Council at our 
February 9th meeting.  Tabled until the March 9 meeting.   The motion for $500 was approved unanimously at 
this February meeting.

Insurance Report – Field Agent Stephen White

Steve introduced himself to the new members in the hall.  Steve has been a Field Agent for 29 
years, and is now serving 12 councils.  Steve talked about the needs first identified by Fr. Michael 
McGivney, that of helping the widows and orphans of members who have passed.  In today’s world, 
with the death of a Knight, the social security benefit is slashed.  A husband / wife of “two incomes” 
becomes a “one income” stream.  That can cause real hardship.  Steve mentioned several insurance
products that can help.  Also, for planning, there are trusts and other KofC policies that can keep 
income flowing.  Steve will be hosting a “benefits” night that will include himself, an estate planner, 
and a lawyer to answer all your questions, “face-to-face” live in our Salem hall.  Details later.

(At any time, feel free to call or email Steve.  His contact info is on the first page. -ed)
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District Deputy Report – George Fredette

Thank you for welcoming me as a representative of the State Council

Thanks for showing the movie: Unplanned and interview following.  It was very informative; I would 
urge all to see it.

Membership Goals: 
Salem has welcomed 10 new members so far this year.  Congrats!
Yesterday, 291 new members joined the Knights of Columbus world-wide.
Since July, an average of 183/day joined… even Sat and Sun!
Membership has increased by 40, 804.  Something must be right with the KofC!

Field Agents have a quota / are willing to help recruit.  A strategy is to appeal to fathers of Catholic School students.

A poster is passed on from State Membership Director for use in churches.  Londonderry will be welcoming two 
candidates this month from that poster.  An idea for your council?

A “live” exemplification team is being organized in Pelham; there are three other Councils that have volunteered.  They 
are looking for more people for the team.  Interested brothers in your council can join that team.  

From the quarterly meeting:
Low attendance, maybe Covid?  Or cold weather?
State is looking for invitation from Councils to host a state meeting in 2022-2023:

Quarterly meeting – could be done in the school gym.
DD meeting – could be done here in your Bishop Peterson Corporation Hall.

Camp Fatima Jamboree chair needed

Thank you again, for letting me address the council.  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, March 2.

More Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access:

If you have a question and need to talk, but don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, Trustees, Hall Rental Manager, Corporation President, and more are on the web site.

Grand Knight Ron Bourque 603.898.1871 Deputy GK Joe Balzano 603.458.5313
Chancellor Rick Veilleux 603.458.2727 Financial Sec. Al Cormier 603.893.4345
Admissions Norm Comeau 603-893-4791 Treasurer Bob Fournier 603.458.2829
Trustee (1 yr) Bruce Silver 203.887.8763 Insurance Steve White 603.894.4780
District Deputy George Fredette 603-801-1478 State Deputy Ray Lemay, Sr 603.674.0033
Corporation Ed Lynch 603.475.1051 Hall Rental Mike Petrilli   603.893.4784

Corporation Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call Mike Petrilli at 603.893.4784.  Or, go to the council web site and 
contact him through email.  Mike will match your needs with available dates and send
you a rental agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 
4442 and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Corporation Hall, and, you must remain at the hall 
during the rental period.  Full details of fees and policies are available on the web site: 
Corporation   Hall Rental.     FYI: the hall phone number is 603.893.3713.

Any charity wishing to use the hall must have a sponsoring Knight sign for it.  

George Masciarelli (603.893-3035) will arrange for members to get a key to the hall.  
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GOOD OF THE ORDER

Dick Collopy addressed the members tonight and expressed his deepest thanks, “from the bottom on my heart,” for the 
support, calls, letters, and prayers shown to him during his illness.  “I really know what it means to belong to such a 
wonderful, caring brotherhood as the Knights.  Thank you to all!”  (He has just about recovered from pneumonia, after he 
had a bout of Covid. -ed)

Tom Campbell announced that a charity we donate to, the Easter Seals “Camp Sno Mo” raised $151,000.  This money is 
for a summer camp experience for residential camping for children and young adults with disabilities and special needs.

Lecturer of the Month (LOM) Reflection: Al Cormier

Chris Conard was originally scheduled, but he was out of the country on business.  His replacement would have been 
Barry Pietrantonio, but Barry and his family were in isolation with Covid.  Zounds!  My dance card was empty!  At the end 
of tonight’s meeting, I did ambush new member Steve Chmieleski to be next in line, after Chris and Barry.  So I have my 

dance card all arranged for the next three months.  Meanwhile, when I mentioned to Al Cormier 
that there would be no lecturer tonight, Al stepped up and volunteered to present.  Thank you, 
Al! - (Paul St.Amand worthy “LOM recruiter.”)

Al gave a great presentation on a pledge that he had to recite in college.  He and DD George 
Fredette both attended the same school and both has to memorize the pledge.  The pledge was 
a code of conduct, entitled, “A True Gentleman.”  Al read the code twice, once so we would be 
familiar with the terms, but then a second time for us to reflect on what was being said.  The 
pledge listed the virtues of a true gentleman, with concepts such as honesty, humbleness, 
truthfulness, and service to all.  These could also, we hope, describe us as members of the 
Knights.  Thank you, Al, for sharing this with us.  (And thank you for keeping is short! - Paul)

The usual recurring Monthly Reminders, Reminders, Reminders...

Knights Links – Happenings in our State and Supreme
Click here to access the State Council's Weekly News Brief

Click links for Supreme’s “Leave no Neighbor Behind”, “I  nto The Breach  ,” and “Everyday Heroes” videos.

Send all 4442 council activity reports to "activityreport@kofc4442.org”  

February Knight of the Month:  Chris Conard

Chris is a relatively new member, yet he has become involved in 
a number of things.  He runs the Saturday morning prayer group 
for Father Marc.  He has varnished the pews at St. Joe's several 
times.  He has been very helpful in developing the Council 2 
Council process and led the first award review.  He participated 
in the NH March for Life.

(Chris was out of the country tonight, so the certificate award will
be at a later date.  And I didn’t have a good picture that I could 
photo shop! - ed)

Attendance Prize: 
The drawing was held for $10; the winner would have 
been Larry Dolan if he had attended.  Next month, the 
drawing goes to $20.

Closing Prayer: led by GK Ron

Prayer intentions for Vinnie Sarcione, Kay Barretto, 
Dennis Groulx, Alan Bryant, Alan Phair, Deacon Dave 
Costello, Janet Gagne, Peter Klecan, Bob Fournier, 
Ed Lynch, and Roland Theberge.

That’s a wrap!
Meeting adjourned at 8:38 PM. 
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In Past Months... in
Future Months
From a letter to Service Credit Union:

Thank you for the $500 gift card you
donated to the Salem Council of the
Knights of Columbus! 
 

Please see the photo below.

From left to right: Al Cormier, Financial
Secretary of the Salem Council of the
Knights of Columbus, and Bob
Fournier, Treasurer, present a $500 gift
card to Kellie Lavoie, manager of the
Food Pantry at St. Joseph’s Church
and Father Marc Montminy, Pastor.
The gift card was donated to the
Knights by Service Credit Union.
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Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St. Amand, 603-489-5978; email to advertisements@kofc4442. 

Now Hiring !

Newsletter Editor for Council
Must be willing to work for $0.

Write up the monthly news of the
council in PDF and deliver 

to the web master.

Also, send photos.

For more info, contact before July 1:
Paul St.Amand 

DIFRUSCIA
LAW OFFICES

302 Broadway/Route 28
Methuen, Mass. 01844

MA  Tel: 978-687-1777
NH  Tel: 603-898-8198

www.difruscialaw.com

adifruscia@difruscialaw.com

34 North Broadway, Route 28,
SALEM, NH 03079

(603)893-9342

decoloreschristianbooks.com     

Bibles, Books, Gifts & Cards 

Now Hiring !

Web Master for Council
Maintain OR Revamp Current Site.

A chance to show your
artistic creativity!

For more info, contact before July 1:
Paul St.Amand

Stephen White
Field Agent
603.894.4780 
stephen.white@kofc.org
over 26 years of service

  

(See other ads! )

This space for sale!

   Carrier Family Funeral Home
                 and Crematory

   38 Range Rd, Route 111, Windham, NH
                  603-898-9552
            Bob Carrier - Owner & Director

    Web: carrierfuneralhome.com
        
Serving Windham, Salem, Derry & So. 
NH 

JOE NASSAR
Certified Irrigation Contractor 

354 North Broadway,   Salem, NH 03079

www.nassarlandscaping.com
Office 603-893-5021   Cell 603-396-3333
Fax 603-894-9764    Web “Contact Us”

284 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079

978-683-9000
603-328-5192

dickstv@comcast.net
Rick Dubé  Owner

Douglas & Johnson
Funeral Home

Offering Cremation Services

214 Main St.    Salem NH 
603-898-8848

www.douglasandjohnson.com

Susan J. Hopkins J. Tyler Douglas
Mark A. Gosselin Paul D. Caillouette

Gene Bryant   
Independent Travel Agent   

gene@cruisetraveloutlet.com    

603-894-7245 x212
Cell: 603-475-9103

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com

Advertise Here!
One year, twelve issues.

Print and Electronic Editions.
Only $75.00 for both.

Email Advertisements@kofc4442.org     
or Call 603.489.5978
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