
From the desk of the Grand Knight:
Welcome to this special edition of the Newsletter.  There was a crisis in 
the council, and we had to call an emergency meeting to handle 
needed business.  Please read over this issue; take notes.  There will 
be a quiz later.  Those not getting at least 80% correct will be required 
to attend the State Quarterly meeting.

GK Bill 

New Sound System update:
A big Thank You to Michael 
Banks.  Mike spent a lot of 
time and effort to arrange our 
new sound system.  And he 
brought it in under budget!  

He recently completed work 
on the outdoor microphone 
system.  He guarantees that 
with the antennas he 
procured, after midnight, from
the local telephone company, 

that there should be no problem picking up a signal.  

We will have to divert any flights heading to Manchester Airport from 
the airspace over the council hall, because of radio interference.  (Take 
THAT, NSA!)

Relaxation and Taking Life Slowly in Retirement:
A course will be offered at the Council Hall, intended to help the newly 
retired relax and take life easy in retirement.  Come learn realization 
techniques, yoga, mediation, deep breathing, and mental mind tips to 
slow down that constant drive in your head to always be doing 
something.  Learn the art of patience and peaceful waiting for others to 
do things for you.  Learn to let others help you in your daily tasks.  The 
course will be taught by Chanel Simard.  Bring your own prayer mat, 
hammer, chisel, rake, screwdriver, shovel, and work gloves.

Special mini-retreat service:
The men's choir of Council 4442, featuring the voices of Paul David, 
Mark Alfano, Joe Kish, and Bill Bamford coming out of retirement, with 
Don Simmons on guitar, will sing operatic pieces during the service.  
Fr. John will give a homily on “What is it like to be in hell?”
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Council Meeting Notes from April 1
UNOFFICIAL from the scratch pad of the editor...

7:30PM:  GK Bill Richards opened the meeting, and attempted to start with a 
“rap” of the gavel to bring the members to order, for our prayers and pledge 
and opening comments.   He banged the gavel once to start the meeting, at 
which time half the membership came to order and sat down.  The other half 
of the membership stood up.  Annoyed, Bill decided to try again.  BANG 
rapped the gavel.  Those seated stood up, and those standing took a seat.  

(Guys, you really need to attend a 1st degree exemplification again, to relearn 
the protocol for standing and sitting. -ed)  

7:34PM:  Rico Casaletto read the minutes, and read the minutes, and read the
minutes.  There was an error detected by Ralph Miele, using his abacus, that 
the Schwab Account balance reported was not $654,321.89 but should have 
been recorded as $654,321.98.  The correction was approved and the 
minutes amended.  The meeting was closed at 8:45PM; there were 183 
members in attendance on this frosty evening.  Nice to see Dan Norris again.

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE: Fr. John
7:41PM:  Fr. John rose to give the 43rd talk in his series on Pope Francis's 
The Joy of the Gospel.   "So we read in Chapter 19, section 5, paragraph 23 
to 29, titled "The new evangelization in the face of worldly secularism and the 
growing schism between the values of mammon and the graceful spirituality 
uniting against clericalism and injustice", where the Holy Father says, citing 
the joy of the Gospel,  "A priest, a minister, and a rabbi walk into a bar.  And 
the bartender says, 'Is this some kind of a joke?'"

Fr. John continued... “And we are reminded to pray constantly with faith, by 
this example, given by Holy Father last Easter, on April 20.”  “Hey Faddah,” 
interrupted Dennis Groulx, “last year, Easter was on April 20, that was a 
Sunday.”  “Thank you, Dennis, most Easters do fall on Sunday.”  Fr John 
continued:
A little boy wrote a letter to God, asking him for $100 to help his mother, who 
had cancer, pay her medical bills.  He addressed the envelope “God”, put his 
return address on it and dropped it in the corner mailbox.

The postmaster thought this was such a nice gesture from a young child and 
decided to forward his letter to the president of the United States.  The 
President was so touched by the little boy’s sincerity that he told his secretary 
to send the boy $5.

Upon receiving the money, the boy wrote the following thank you letter: “Dear 
God, Thank you for the money.  Next time please send it to me directly.  I 
noticed you sent it through Washington D.C. and of course, they deducted 
$95 for taxes.  Love, Joey”

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS: GK Bill Richards
7:55PM:  Bill reported a special delivery “Thank You” letter, hand delivered by 
Dan Buck, from the Charity “Planned Pregnancy Players Among the Stars of 
Camp Bernadette Marching Band and Christmas Toys” that we support.  It 
read, “Dear Knights of Columbus.  Thank you for all your support throughout 
the years.  We have invested your donations in margin stocks of Drop Box, 
Cattle Futures, and Casinos for Concord, and have made so much money, 
that we are now fully self-supporting.  Please don't send any more money!

Quickie CALENDAR
(And see our web Event calendar!)

Emergency April Meeting 
(Ken Akerley is at the rear, speaking for

the King's Blood Drive.)

“Poker Run”
Dave Wilson is organizing a ride.

Motor cycles and antique cars

Winner last year was Ben-Hur Wilson.
(Now, that's an antique!)

Fischer Cats Baseball
Manchester, June 25

(Minor League Team)
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Treasurer and Financial Reports read and accepted:
8:00PM: THE FINANCIAL REPORTS
Treasurer Bob and Financial Secretary Charlie,  the Abbott and Costello of Council 4442, gave their monthly reports.  "I'm 
On First so I write the checks," reported Bob.  "I Don't Care who's up second,"  Bob sighed.  "That's me, I'm up second"  
Charlie spoke up. "I don't know who's on third, maybe the Grand Knight, he always signs after me.”

"Of course I care, and you know who's on third", protested GK Bill, "and I know Who's on first, and I don't care who is on 
second.”  Finally, they borrowed a pen from Enrico, our Secretary, and signed the checks.

Membership and Admissions:  Bill Richards

8:05PM:  Supreme has informed us of the “One new member, dead or alive, per month” 
campaign.  Now is the time for all our members to sign up their fathers and grandfathers 
posthumously.  If the Mormons can baptize their ancestors, we can sign up our dearly 
departed.  “Secrecy” will not be a problem with them.

Also, since death is no longer an accepted method of resigning from the council; dues must 
continue to be paid.  If you are dead and wish to resign from the council, your corpse must 
appear in person before the Admissions and Deletions committee.

Soldier Aide and Newsletter -  Paul St.Amand 
8:07:00PM  “NothingspecialtoreportNewsletterwillbepublishedonschedule,” said Paul in his typical fast speak. “Wad he 
say?  Huh?” grumbled several members.

Bingo Report:  – Ron Bourque
8:07:05PM:  The Thursday Night “cover all” prize still has not been won.  Examination of the
bingo cards has revealed that each of the cards has the number O-76 on them.  It will be a
while before the cover-all is hit, since the highest number bingo ball is O-75.  Paul Simard
has asked to see their balls.

The finances show that Wednesday showed a loss of $13.42, and Friday showed a loss of
$32.46, for a net profit of $9,356.74 for the week.  (We make up the losses by the high
volume in cookie sales.)

Scouting Report: Don Gagne

8:13PM:  Don reported on the Blue and Gold Scout Dinner held recently.  Don 
raised an objection during the event and complained to the pack leaders.  “I 
examined carefully the banner the cub scouts had in the hall, and the “Gold” in
the banner didn't match the Pantone Color Sample of “Honey-Amber 23Karet 
Metallic Gold” which is the official color of “gold” in the Charter as defined 
under the Scout Guidelines.  The gold of their banner was off by 17 Angstroms
in wavelength when subjected to an Hewlett Packard Spectrum Analyzer.  
Naturally, I had to close down the banquet for their failure to comply with 
regulations.”

Practical Catholic Zombie candidate.
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Tootsie Roll Drive: 

8:16PM:  The drive last year was a great success, and we were first in the state in our drive.
Many thanks to all the workers.  If someone sees Bill Silvestri wearing his apron at Shaws 
or Market Basket, still holding his bucket of Tootsies,  please let him know the 2014 drive is 
over, and he can come back to the hall.  We need him again for this year.

Pete Klecan, our new Tootsie Chairman, (taking over from Gene Bryant) has promised to 
personally make up any shortfall between what we collect this year and what we collected 
last year.  It should not be more than a few thousand dollars.  Thank you, Pete!

New Business:
8:18PM:  

COUNCIL ADDRESSES SURPLUS FUNDS PROBLEM

Gene Bryant, ex Trustee and Council Finance Chairman, 
has proposed a solution to the Council’s lingering problem 
of surplus funds.  Gene is making arrangements for a free 
cruise for all active brothers and one guest of their choice.  
“We could just about wipe out our surpluses with a 
beautiful, 7-day cruise.  At present, we’re not considering a 
land-package until we see how Bingo holds up over the 
next few months.”  Joe Stafford objected, saying big boats 
make him sea sick.

District Deputy Dick Collopy liked the idea but thought a free camper safari
might be a better idea.  “No commissions on land packages” countered
Gene.  Finally conceding that he wasn’t getting anywhere, DD Dick
suggested “how about free airfare for anyone who signs up two new
members?  We still short of our Council’s State quota, you know.”

“Not so fast” thought Treasurer Bob Fournier.  “Our Council needs more
visibility and “Community Values’ is perfect for a membership drive.  I think
24 pages of colorful ads and pictures, along with a free dues coupon, gets it
done.  I can offer a ‘K of C Discount’ of 2% for over 20 pages provided of
course that they run it for at least a year.”

“As long as the cruise ship has a casino, I’m in” offered PGK Alan Phair.  “That surplus has to go.  It’ll be nothing but 
trouble down the road.  Free cruise, free airfare and a big slots marker – perfect.,” Alan mused.  “Skip the ads though, I 
live in Atkinson.”

At that point, attention turned to Lou Stella, our Bingo Manager, for his take on the problem.  “Youse guys can do 
whatever you want with dah money.  Personally, I’ll be all set.  I’ve been going to the Thursday night game run by the 
other guys.  I play 30 games at a time trying to get that $60,000 Cover-All.  I’m feeling really lucky about that, especially 
since I had some cards made with O-76 on them.”  

GK Bill Richards, tired of the 2-hour discussion, decided that we needed more information so he appointed a
committee of 13 members, to be drawn from a hat, to report back when the surplus reaches $1M, presumably by
late August.

Cruise ship Gene Bryant wants to book.

Cruise ship Bob Fournier wants to pay for.
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Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-555-5055.  Or, go to the council web site and 
contact him through email   or carrier pigeon.  You must be a member of Council 4442 and/or 
Assembly 0641 to rent the Hall and, you must remain at the hall during the rental period; you 
must stand watch of the soda cooler, prevent anyone from touching any glassware or the tin 
Knight in the bar area, extinguish all fires in a timely manner, and shovel off the roof in case of 
snow.  No one is allowed on the 2nd floor or in the upper bar area, or in the coat closet, or use of
the bathrooms.  No use of the TV or DVD player, for your electrical safety.  If the emergency 

AED device is needed because of a heart attack, please contact the corporation officers, in writing, for permission to open
the AED box.  These policies are put in place to guarantee you any your party will have a good time.  For further details, 
contact your attorney or tax adviser.

George can also arrange for members to get a key to the council home, which will not work in the side or front door locks, 
but will give you access to the storage shed and the beer machine.

District Deputy Report – Dick Collopy 
8:24PM:  Dick brings greetings from our State Deputy, Rich McDermott.  Dick asked the members, “Have you heard 
about our membership drive, of 'one new member per council per officer per meeting per parish per month?'  If we meet 
the goal, our council will get 25 free tootsie rolls and all the Form 100's we want.”

Good of the Order Announcements

8:30PM:  Ken rose to address the membership about the upcoming Blood 
Drive.  “You know, the last blood drive was four months ago, and the next 
blood drive will be in six months.  But I want to let you guys know that the 
Red Cross really likes us, especially because we feed them.  The next blood 
drive will be on November 12, the day after our regular monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, November 11...”  “Ah, Ken!!  Ken!!!” Dennis Groulx interrupted.  
“You know, November 12 will be on a Thursday that year.  So the Blood 
Drive will be on a Thursday.”  Ken replied, “Yes, Dennis, I know.  Most 
Thursdays do fall after Wednesday.  But getting back to the blood drive, so 
come on down to the hall, the drive is on from 1:00PM to 7:00PM, we have a
great pasta meal with salad, and a wonderful team of workers, who make it 
all possible.  And did I mention that the Red Cross loves us?  So come on 
down.  That's all I have for now, Worthy Grand Knight.  I will report on this 

blood drive at the next meeting, and the next meeting, and the next meeting.”

8:57PM:  Council Chef Dave Thompson announced that plans are under way for a huge surprise Birthday Party on his 
birthday, February 30th, 2016.  "Roast beef and all the fixin's” promised Dave.  “Gifts are optional, but they sure would be 
nice."  “Tickets are $50 apiece, with half the proceeds going to a new joke book for Lecturer Ron Bourque, a timer for Fr. 
John, and some really cool scenery backdrops for Fr. Tom's homilies."  Oh, by the way, Dave is not against having the 
party on the cruise ship provided we are going somewhere warm in February. 

8:30PM:  The Grand Knight announced that Council 76543 of Perth-Amboy, NJ, wants to
borrow our Santa Maria float for their Irish Pride parade.  They will have their 4th degree Sir
Knights marching ahead of the float.  To make the parade more memorable, that council will
have a 4th degree Sir Knight mounted on a white stallion.  According to that council, “Last year,
our parade committee tried to keep expenses down to a minimum, so we rented a large,
mongrel, mangy St. Bernard dog instead of a horse.  But the Fourth Degree Faithful Navigator,
seeing the mutt, said no to having a member of his assembly do the riding.  “There's no way
I'm sending a Knight out on a dog like this!”  (“Ho!  Ho!  Ho!” laughed Tom Campbell. -ed)

8:31PM:  Bill Richards said the State Convention will be May 1, 2, and 3.  Alternates were named to attend, “just in case” 
the primary attendees skip town and try to duck this affair.  Brother Knight Bamford volunteered to be an alternate to the 
alternates, just in case.   Attire for the convention is white dinner jackets, tan shoes, and pink shoe laces, with a polka dot 
vest.  Pants are optional but underwear is not.  5

“Hey, you wanna be Chairman?”
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8:39PM:  Wil Bamford says he is getting together a +++new email distribution list+++.  He 

promises --only-- council business will be sent out in the emails.  To sign up, send Wil an email, with a list of all 

your contacts, to >>>>>  “bamford@spam-me-a-lot.org
8:34PM  Ron Bourque was asked to give the Lecturer's Reflection, but he said he had nothing to say tonight.  Ken 
Akerley stood up and said, “You know, that's a funny thing, but it hasn't happened to me, yet.  But it does bring to mind 
another story, which I will make short...”  Ken was roundly but respectfully boo-ed out of the hall by the members.

8:35PM:  Supreme has asked each council to lead a food drive in their parish.  To bring attention to the drive, a special 
poster will be prepared showing the effects of hunger in the world.  Al Faucher and Jose Moreno were nominated for the 
poster child photos.

8:36PM:  Mike Petrilli, Vice President for the Corporation, announced plans to add shower 
facilities to our council home.  “I saw this great set of plans in Rome, Italy, called the “Baths of 
Caracalla.  I don't know who Caracalla is, but if he has a bath, we can too.  I think we can bring
it in under $2,000.  The price will be low, because I can offset the construction costs by selling 
chips, crackers, and gumballs to the construction crew.

8:37PM:  Larry Belair decided that he misses running the Texas Hold-em night at the track so much that he is coming 
back early to take care of the next  one.   (Duh, guess he hasn’t heard there still is snow on the ground)  Fortunately it has
been a couple of years since he sold Victorian Park, so he doesn’t have to open the miniature golf course anymore.  Good
thing, as they would be playing Ski Ball instead of Skee Ball in the arcade.  (Smile, Verna!)

8:39PM:  Alan Phair reported that the Salem Christmas Fund is so much fun that this year we will not only have the “wish 
items” for the kids but the Knights will hand wrap every toy in our distribution center.  Oh yes, since they will be wrapped, 
tags will have to be written for every gift also so we know what is inside.  In order to accommodate this, the Christmas 
Fund will start in July (there will still be snow on the ground anyway).

8:40PM:  The council will elect new officers this coming June
meeting.  The nominating committee will be seeking candidates to fill
the various council offices, such as Grand Knight, Warden, Grand
Poo-bah, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Keeper of the Keys to the
Soda Machine.  Current Grand Knight Bill Richards has made it
known to the nominating committee that he would like to be
considered for a third term as Grand Knight.  While the committee
was pondering it, the question came up as to whether he would like a
life time appointment, to which he replied,  “over my dead body”.  
(Guess that would be a lifetime. -ed)

8:41PM:  Our worthy Overseas purveyor of Tootsie Rolls and other goodies, Paul St. Amand (not Ed St.Amand) suggests 
that perhaps we should continue sending treats overseas.  It appears that while there are few military troops in 
Afghanistan and nearby countries, there are tens of thousands of US civilian personnel performing the same duties.  Then
again, they are getting paid more, much more, than our soldiers were, so maybe it should go the other way and they can 
send some Narenge Palau (look it up) and other goodies back to the needy here in the United States.  What goes around 
should come around.
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Attendance Prize:  8:43PM:  

The attendance prize for $4,000 
would have been won by Larry 
Belair, who was not present since 
he was on another trip to Florida.  
Next month the prize is $5,000.

Closing Prayer and Adjournment:  

8:45PM:  We pray for all of us!  We need God's 
mercy!   Amen!  (The views and opinions 
expressed in this special edition of the 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the State
District nor of Supreme. -ed)

News from around the world....

You may remember that Cardinal Bergoglio , upon his elevation to become Pope 
Francis, chose to continue to live in a humble room in a Vatican guest house, rather 
than in the Apostolic Palace.  He declined the traditional “red shoes” of the pope and 
uses his normal “street” shoes.  Pope Francis wished to foster a sense of humility 
and frugality into the proceedings of the Vatican, and to do away with the 
unnecessary pomp and circumstance.

In keeping with the wishes of Pope Francis, Vatican officials 
announced on Wednesday, the official red shoes were retired
in a simple ceremony, lasting 5 hours, including benediction.  
Members of the clergy and 347 members of the 4th degree 
marched in procession in this simple ceremony to retire the 
pope's red shoes.

If you haven't guessed by now....

(Through an oversight of the editorial staff, 
there is no picture of the Supreme Knight in this issue.

The editor wishes to thank the efforts of two past Grand Knights
in making this special edition.  For privacy and to prevent 
retaliation, I won't mention Alan nor Larry by name.  -ed)

Procession enters St. Peter's Basilica
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